
 

 

 

The Port of Aberdeen, administered by the Aberdeen Harbour Board (AHB), is a Trust Port with a turnover of £33.5 million 

(2021). Offering integrated logistics and services, extensive and versatile facilities, competitive charges, and diversity of 

traffic, it serves Scotland's third city and an extensive hinterland. 

 

Construction of the £400 million harbour expansion project, which was granted planning consent in the form of Marine 

Licenses and a Harbour Revision Order by the Scottish Government, was sanctioned by the Board on 19th December 2016. 

This followed six years of detailed planning and extensive consultation with many stakeholders and the regulatory 

authorities.  

 

The expansion project is 70% complete with phased opening due to commence from the end of 2021 onwards. The 

expanded Port of Aberdeen comprising the existing North Harbour, and brand new South Harbour, represents a step 

change in the marine support capabilities in Scotland and will help ensure Aberdeen’s position at the heart of the nation’s 

energy transition. These will transform the port’s ability to accommodate the trend for larger vessels across a whole range 

of industries.  

 

The Opportunity  

The Port of Aberdeen now seeks to fill the new position of Chief Commercial Officer (CCO).  

 

The Port of Aberdeen plays a vital role in providing a gateway to the business, community, and individual stakeholders. 

The port has an increasingly key role to play in the renewable energy sector as it develops, and it is already well 

established as one of, if not the, primary UK and European ports for the offshore oil and gas industry. As such, the Port of 

Aberdeen has a pivotal role in the local and national economy and engagement with the full range of stakeholders from 

local, regional and national Government through to private citizens and the business community and the new CCO will be 

front and centre in supporting the CEO in the port’s future development. 

 

Based in Aberdeen, the Chief Commercial Officer (CCO) will be responsible for the development and execution of key 

commercial and operational activities, designed to deliver the revenue growth and operational objectives of the expanded 

Port of Aberdeen. Business results will be delivered by a pro-active, inclusive and strategic leadership style, creating a 

culture of delivery, accountability, collaboration and service excellence.  

 

The CCO will lead the Marine, Operations and Business Development teams. Key job responsibilities include securing 

existing customers, delivering new business through customer acquisition, driving and delivering revenue growth/EBITDA 

targets, delivering operational excellence, health and safety, marine and navigational safety standards and compliance in 

line with Port of Aberdeen’s Strategic Framework. 

 

The Candidate 

The Chief Commercial Officer position requires suitable experience in a relevant role with a strong commercial background 

and the ability to think and operate innovatively and strategically. The successful candidate will be able take the ideas or 

plans of the CEO, break them down into actionable steps and ensure that they are executed efficiently. They must have an 

excellent understanding of first-class customer service and relationship management, with demonstrable enthusiasm and 

passion for the role. Strong leadership skills are required, with experience of managing a team and encouraging healthy 

group dynamics, staying ahead of issues and making sure everyone on their team feels supported in their role.  

The CCO must demonstrate personal commitment to the values, vision, and objectives of the Port of Aberdeen with 

commitment to high quality service and efficiency as well as to equality and diversity. They must be resilient and up for the 

challenge.  

 



 

 

 

Experience of working constructively at Board level and/or advising senior figures would be beneficial, as would a network 

of good contacts within the Energy and Renewables sectors, an understanding of market analysis and metrics and 

experience of running an operational port. 

 

If you would like to discuss this role in more detail, or submit an application, please visit: Odgers Berndtson.  

https://www.odgersberndtson.com/en-gb/opportunities#AssignDetail.aspx?guid=86190

